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Thus was Egypt, through the agency of the army and its
appendages, reformed by Mohammed All and brought to the
threshold of civilisation. That the army should be instru-
mental in effecting such progress and reform is something of
a paradox. It is understandable that in modern civilised states
many reforms should emanate from the people and for the
people. But in semi-civilised states, progress cannot emanate
from the masses. They have to be tutored. The master mind
of an enlightened ruler alone can force progress and regene-
ration on his reluctant people. And since power is the first
requisite for a despot, it so happens that armies and navies
usually lead the way to further progress and reforms.